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Opened Bible Academy is a non-profit, donor supported 

Bible academy based in the greater Houston area. We 

are dedicated to offering exceptional biblical and theological 

training to anyone whom God has given the desire at 

absolutely no cost to the student.
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OBA celebrates its first 
graduating class
The Open Bible Academy’s 
Class of 2017 Graduation 
Commencement was held at 
St. Paul’s United Methodist 
Church (Houston’s Museum 
District) on January 10, 2017. 
We were pleased to see 
thirteen of our students walk 
the stage——establishing the 
plumb line for future peers to 
likewise strive and achieve 
their academic goals. 

These students began over two years 
ago at OBA’s conception (January 2015), 
and successfully completed either our 
Bible College Seminary Prep Program or 
our Bible Exploration program, In order 
to graduate, they were required to take 
and pass all courses in their respective 
programs.  Many of the graduates are 
already using the information they have 
learned at OBA as they teach in their 
local churches or para-church organi-
zations. We could not be more proud 
of these hard-working, God-fearing 
individuals; their hard work, determina-
tion, fortitude and commitment have 

afforded 
great 
dividends 
both now 
and in the 
future. 

Our first 
Graduation!
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Above Top: Graduate student, Christine Plummer, 
captures the joy that was felt at graduation.

Above Middle: OBA Board Member, Dr. Franklin 
Callaway prays for the graduates.

Above Bottom: Cake and refreshments were enjoyed 
with students and family after the ceremony.

Left: Dr. Kreider, DTS theology professor, spoke at 
the ceremony.



From Our Hearts to Yours:

Greetings OBA Friends!

These last few years at the OBA 
have been like an amazing roller 
coaster experience. Our first group 
of OBA students came to class 
week after week for two years 
working diligently and purposefully 
through the Bible. It was a slow, 
methodical climb.  They completed 
their studies and walked across 
the stage on January 10, 2017 to 
be recognized for their amazing 
accomplishment. Sharing that day 
with them was much like the thrill of 
the downhill side of a roller coaster 
ride, emotional and exciting. This 
memory will be with us forever. The 
vision God gave us was completed 
for our first group of students in 
a spectacular celebration of what 
only He can do. Only God could 
bring together this amazing talented 
group of teachers and administra-
tors who pour into each student 
week after week. Only God could 
supply the locations, support staff, 
curriculum developers, equipment 
and everything else that needed 
to be amassed to support these 
students to the finish line. We are 
most grateful for this amazing team 
that He has provided. We are proud 
to say that twenty percent of the 

graduates are going to matriculate 
in seminaries, 25 percent are now 
volunteering with the OBA, and the 
rest are actively pouring back into 
churches and communities. We 
are most grateful to have served 
this dedicated group of students 
alongside an amazing talented and 
committed group of volunteers. 
(For details, see cover story).

From our Heart to Yours, 
Avis and Tina

Avis Blake-Thomas Tina Brown
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A message from the founders

THE OBA Heartbeat

Partner with us in prayer!
We certainly cannot carry-out OBA’s 
mission alone. We rely on the interces-
sion of our faithful prayer partners.

Current Prayer Requests:
• Volunteers to serve as Classroom 

Community Leaders at OBA locations.
• The upcoming Winter session and new 

enrollment for the Spring session.
• God’s continued guidance as OBA 

expands. 
• God will continue to send OBA donors 

that share and support the vision of 
OBA.

Exciting Updates
& Additions
New Classes
On July 24, 2017 OBA began 
it’s Fall session with 81 newly 
enrolled students at the fol-
lowing locations; OBA Central 
Houston, OBA Galveston, and 
OBA North Houston. We are delighted to have 
our new instructors, classroom community lead-
ers, and students join us on this journey.

Campus Cafe
The first phase of OBA’s Campus Café is now 
complete--which means the system is avail-
able for instructors and staff. Campus Café is an 
online system that will eventu-
ally allow students to apply/
register for classes and check 
grades. While we continue 
to prepare this system for 
students, it is now available to 
instructors for inputting data 
(such as attendance and grade 
assignments) and communicat-
ing with students via email and 
text. We are extremely excited 
for the final roll-out of Campus Café, and believe 
it will greatly enhance the OBA experience.

New Staff Members
Please join us in welcoming the following 
new staff members to OBA:

Instructors:
Brett Bacon: OBA @ DTS Lay Institute    
Ross Baker: OBA  East Houston & North Houston 
Charles Davenport: OBA @ DTS Lay Institute
Keith Lindley: OBA @ DTS Lay Institute  
Bill Baldwin: OBA @ DTS Lay Institute   
Michael Brown: OBA Central Houston                           
Trevor Calhoun: OBA Kemah/League City
David Mai: OBA Southewest Houston/Pearland
Fred Mitchell: OBA Galveston 
Daryl Clark: OBA Southwest Houston/Pearland
Luke Hatteberg: OBA Dallas 
Travis Reems: OBA @ DTS Lay Institute    
Lee Skinner: OBA East Houston 

Classroom Community Leaders:
Vickie Garner: OBA East Houston
Emma Lyons: OBA Dallas
Uwanna Ibanga: OBA Central Houston 
Sheila Martin: OBA North Houston 
JoAnne Perry: OBA Central Houston 
Londa Singleton: OBA Central Houston 
Melisa Smith: OBA Southwest/Pearland
To learn more about this role, turn to page 4

Other:
Dr. David Mai – Curriculum Development Team 
Shar Owens: Newsletter Staff Member
Sheila Martin: Newsletter Editor
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The Student’s 
Lounge 

OBA’s Student Dustin Myers, 
shares his OBA experience

I have just begun OBA’s Seminary Prep 
Program and am currently finishing the 
“FCO1 - Story of the Bible” course. This 
class has grown my knowledge of the Old 
Testament significantly.  The teachers at 
OBA are highly qualified and well-prepared, 
and it has been a joy to learn from them. 
There is also a sense of community that 
may not be present at other academies.  
We’re a body of believers, not a group of 
individuals!  I look forward to continuing 
to learn and grow at OBA for the purpose 
of sharing the knowledge gained with a 
world that is desperately lost. I’ll be honest,  
my goals are not completely crystallized 
yet.  I am currently a Stormwater engineer 
by trade, but feel a strong pull towards 
ministry and the devotion of more time 
towards the things of God. I don’t know 
what God has prepared for me, but I do 
know that I want to be obedient to what-
ever calling He has placed upon me.  If He’s 
calling me towards the position of a shep-
herd, then I want to be faithful and trust 
Him through the process. If He desires that 
I remain a Stormwater engineer, I pray that I 
would humbly submit. I believe that OBA is 
a wonderful opportunity for me to explore 
and test the desires that God has given 
me to serve Him.  I am hopeful that He will 
provide me with more clarity and direction 
in the days, months, and years to come, if 
the Lord should tarry. 
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Dustin Myers with his wife, Veronica, and their son Daniel.

My name is Dustin Myers. I was born in Ft. 
Worth, TX and raised in Azle, TX. I gradu-
ated from UT Tyler (2011) w/ Undergradu-
ate in Civil Engineering. I then graduated 
from UT Arlington (2014) w/ Graduate in 
Water Resources. On March 21, 2015, I mar-
ried Veronica Myers and we currently have 
a son Daniel Myers born August 5, 2016. I 
do not know the exact moment that God 
saved me. I would say it was only a few 
years ago (about 3) that I began to under-
stand that I needed to repent from my sin 
and turn to God to be saved. The exact 
timing is a little fuzzy in my mind. How-
ever, my confidence is not in my ability 
to remember a specific time in the past. 
Rather, my confidence lies is in the Gospel 
of Jesus Christ (as revealed in Scripture), 
and is bolstered by the evidences of sav-
ing faith that are being wrought in my life. 
(2 Corinthians 13:5). 

I had the desire to study God’s word in a 
structured environment, but did not desire 
to pay for it, so I literally typed “free Bible 
College in Houston” and OBA popped up 
on Google. 

Gain a Valuable Resource When 
You Give to OBA
With a minimum 
donation of $30, you 
may now choose to 
receive a copy of 
Guideposts book, 
“Know the Words 
of Jesus in 30 Days.” 
Donations are used 
to further the mis-
sion of OBA, which 
is to offer tuition-
free, exceptional biblical and theological 
training to anyone whom God has given 

the desire.  If you interested in obtaining 
the book or donating to the ongoing mis-
sion of The-OBA, visit www.the-oba.org, 
select the “Donate” button, and your book 
will be on its way! You may also contact 
any OBA staff member or Classroom 
Community Leader.

Shop at Amazon
Are you already an 
Amazon customer? 
Then what better way 
to give to OBA then 
through your pur-
chases? Just visit www.smile.amazon.com 
and register your purchases through the 
OBA organization link and .5% of your total 
purchase will be donated to OBA.

New Ways to 
Support OBA

Verna Ball, an OBA student at the North Houston 
location, breaks out in a smile during class.

Help us continue offering 
excellent training to students 

like Dustin!
» To donate online, visit: 
 http://www.the-oba.org and select
 the “Donate” Button.
» Or, mail a check to:
 The Opened Bible Academy
 8524 Highway 6 North Box #436
 Houston, TX 77095.

Opened Bible Academy is a 501(c)(3) 
organization and all gifts are tax deductible to 

the full extent allowed by law.
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What are Classroom 
Community Leaders?

Yolanda Warren: Class Community Leader 
and Area Director

Yolanda Warren: Classroom 
Community Leader & Area Director

Yolanda Warren has been a volunteer with the 
OBA since we opened our doors at City of 
Refuge in 2015. With her can do/will do spirit, 
she has become an integral part of our team. 
She currently serves as the Classroom Commu-
nity Leader at our Bible Way Fellowship Baptist 
Church campus, and as our Houston Area 
Director. She is a familiar face at all our events 
working hard to assist our students whenever 
she can. In her role as area director, Yolanda 
oversees the logistics of all of the OBA Hous-
ton locations, promotes OBA in the community 
and helps with fundraising. Yolanda will tell you 
that the OBA’s core values (http://www.the-
oba.org/core-values) have become a mantra 
that drives her daily life and walk with the Lord. 
Here is Yolanda’s story in her own words: 

I am a Believer, a recipient member of the King-
dom of God, and I was “voluntold” to work for 
God at the OBA. “Voluntold,” when defined by 
www.macmillandictionary.com, means force-
fully volunteered; ordered to do something.  
Well that is NOT, I repeat NOT, my definition of 
“voluntold”. 

In January 2015, I retired.  When I retired, I 
planned to do nothing but rest, rest, and oh 
yeah did I say rest. I also planned to catch 
up on my doctor visits, do some reading, 
some crafts, and some other personal things 
that people sometimes don’t take time to do 
when working.  But, a dear friend and Brother 

Staff Spotlight: in Christ, 
the OBA’s 
Board 
Member 
and Vice-
President 
of Church 
and Com-
munity 
Relations 
London 
“Shot” Wilson, had been 
including me on the emails concerning the 
founding and subsequent opening of the 
OBA.  Admittedly, I was interested and 
intrigued but, I was retired and not planning 
to do much.  I praise God that my friend and 
brother “snickerdoodled” me into service for 
the Lord at the OBA.  So, when you hear me 
say I was “vouluntold” please do not accept 
MacMillian’s definition. The definition that best 
fits “vouluntold” for me goes something like 
this: emphatically lovingly with tenacity told 
what you need to do because you need and 
want to do it. You are volunteered, and you 
like being volunteered - Enjoy! 

I thank God I did not get to sign up, but I 
was “vouluntold” into the service of our Lord 
to help build disciples in the earth and to 
assist The OBA students in their endeavors 
to confront the world for Christ and become 
disciple builders in the earth.

We are a better Opened Bible Academy 
because of Yolanda. She lifts our spirit with 
her contagious “let’s get this done” attitude 
and her love for the Lord.  

The Opened Bible Academy recognizes 
the need to develop and build community 
within the body of Christ. 
OBA on-site classes are designed to meet 
this need through Classroom Community 
Leaders (CCL). Formerly known as Site 
Administrators (or Spiritual Formation 
Leaders), CCL has shifted the focus be-
yond statistical data to spiritually-mature 
discipleship. This transition encourages 
healthy relationships within the commu-
nity of the classroom, seeking to bridge 
the gap between students of diverse 
backgrounds. CCL roles are designed to 
lovingly encourage and stretch students 
beyond their comfort levels, so that Chris-
tian community is developed intentionally 
and authentically.

Why is community important? Community 
provides the interdependent environment 
for the application of God’s word in our 
lives, which allows the world to see disci-
pleship at work. This is how we fulfill Jesus 
commandment to love one another (John 
13:35). According to the Bible, personal 
change is a community project. In fact, it 
is in the process of personal change that 
we really begin to see our need for one an-
other. This need for others is not because 
we are morally or intellectually cripple in 
a world of healthy people. Rather, it is 
because God created us to be dependent 
on each other to live life righteously (just 
as He created us to be dependent on His 
revelation for interpreting life accurately).1

It is OBA’s prayer that—through the en-
couragement of CCLs—the relationships 
forged in the classrooms would not end 
in the classroom, but extend to the dinner 
table (and beyond)!
May the invaluable relationships made at 
OBA affect the personal lives of each 
student, so that their lives are transformed 
beyond the completion of their program.  
May His kingdom come on earth as it is in 
Heaven, both now and forevermore! 
“And they sang a new song saying “Worthy 
are you to take the book and break the seals; 
for you were slain, and purchased for God with 
your blood men from every tribe and tongue 
and people and nation. You have made them to 
be a kingdom to our God; and they will reign on 

the earth (Rev. 5:9-10).”

Above: Classroom Community Leaders and Instructors attended a train-

ing workship earlier this year that equiped them with skills needed for 

building communities within the OBA classroom.

We’d love to 
hear from you!

• Do you have 
feedback on this 
newsletter?

• Do you have 
ideas for future 
newsletter  
content?

Contact: Sheila Martin, 
Newsletter Editor, at 
Smanointed@yahoo.com

https://www.facebook.com/theopenedbi-
bleacademy.org

@TheOpenedBible

STAY UP-TO-DATE
WITH OBA:

1Tripp, Paul: “Instruments in the Redeemer’s Hands: People in Need 
of Change Helping People in Need of Change”, 259.


