
Opened Bible Academy is a 

non-profit, donor supported 

Bible academy based in the greater 

Houston area. We are dedicated to 

offering exceptional biblical and 

theological training to anyone whom 

God has given the desire at absolutely 

no cost to the student.
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OBA Invited to DTS
The Dallas Theological Seminary Lay Institute 
will begin offering curriculum from the Opened 
Bible Academy this fall on the DTS main campus 
in Dallas, TX. The DTS Lay Institute has provided 
biblical and theological education to the lay 
community in Dallas for more than 40 years. We 
are excited to continue this long-standing tradi-
tion utilizing the OBA curriculum at the invitation 
of DTS’ leadership. DTS students will teach the 
OBA classes. So, the OBA not only gets to sow 
into and share with the Dallas community, but 
we also have the opportunity to help develop 
the teaching skills of future DTS graduates.  The 
OBA team will be traveling to Dallas on April 12th 
and holding an Open House for prospective stu-
dents. More details about this opportunity will be 
coming in the weeks ahead. Check in on the DTS 
and OBA websites and social media for updates.

OBA is Growing
In January 2016 OBA reached an enrollment of 
114 students. We are amazed at this growth! Our 

two newest locations; OBA Northwest/Cypress 
(Impact Family Workshop Center) and OBA Katy 
(True Fellowship Baptist Church) are going very 
well. We plan to offer a second class at OBA 
Northwest/Cypress (Impact Family Workshop 
Center) in the fall. We continue to expand our 
faculty and staff to meet the growing needs 
of OBA. We recently added London Wilson, Jr. 
to our Board of Directors. London also serves 
as our Vice-President of Church & Community 
Relations.

Academy News!
Above: The Dallas Theological Seminary Lay Institute will begin offering 

curriculum from the Opened Bible Academy this fall . 
Below: OBA Students at Open House in Kemah.

1THE OBA Heartbeat

Inside This Issue:

Important Dates:

Academy News   1
From Our Heart to Yours  2
Board and Staff Updates  2
Christian Education News  2
The Students’ Lounge  3

Fall Applications Due:   7/15/2016 
Fall Session Begins:      8/8/2016

Contact Us:
www.the-oba.org 
832-819-4622 // info@the-oba.org

Current Locations:
 » OBA Central Houston:    

City of Refuge Church
 » OBA North Houston:    

Yehoshua Missionary Baptist Church
 » OBA South Houston/Kemah:   

Fellowship Community Church
 » OBA Southwest/Pearland:    

Harvest Point Fellowship Church
 » OBA Northwest/Cypress:    

Impact Family Worship Center
 » OBA West Houston/Katy:    

True Fellowship Baptist Church



From Our Hearts to Yours:
A message from the founders

In January of this year, we celebrated one 
year of operation of the OBA. This comes 
after two and half years of preparation. 
It is still amazing to us that in just one 
year we have grown from three locations 
with three classes to six locations with 
nine classes and 114 students! To top it 
all off, our alma mater, Dallas Theological 
Seminary has invited OBA to teach the 
OBA curriculum on the DTS Dallas campus 
for the DTS Lay Institute. We are grateful 
to God that He has provided us this great 
privilege to give back to our DTS family. 

As we have watched the OBA grow 
from the two of us, to a board, faculty, 
and staff of volunteers that total twenty 
people, our gratitude to each is immeasur-
able. Each of these volunteers believes 
deeply in the mission and vision of the 
Opened Bible Academy. Their dedication, 
and generous offering of their gifts and 
resources are a measure of their trust and 

faith in Christ. James 2:26b reminds us “ . 
. . faith without works is dead.” Well, the 
faith of these twenty wonderful servants 
is very much alive and well! 

We also do not take for granted those of 
you reading this newsletter—our friends, 
students, donors, and many others from 
the entire world who find OBA just by a 
Google search. Without you we could not 
make this ministry work. Thank you.

Thank you for sharing the vision, believing 
in us, and giving us the privilege to offer 
this labor of love to our God and His 
people

From our Heart to Yours, 
Avis and Tina

Avis Blake-Thomas Tina Brown

Dr. Willie Bolden serves as Vice-President of 
the OBA Board of Directors and as an instruc-
tor. Dr. Bolden was the first person outside of 
our families to whom we shared the vision of 
OBA. In his office, that day some three years 
ago, we shared a very special time of rejoicing. 
As it turned out, the OBA vision is a vision Dr. 
Bolden had some twenty plus years ago. And 
as he says, “he thought the opportunity had 
passed him by,” but obviously God had other 
plans! 

Dr. Bolden has a wide and 
vast knowledge base 
and years of wisdom and 
experience that he freely 
shares with the OBA board, 
staff and students. His 
teaching gift is a blessing 
to the body of Christ and 
the OBA students love sit-
ting under his instruction.

Dr. Bolden holds a Doctor 
of Ministry Degree from 
Southwestern Theological Seminary, 
a Master of Arts in Theological 
Education from Talbot Theological Seminary, 
and a Bachelor of Science in Christian Education 
from Biola University. Dr. Bolden has served 
as the lead pastor of four churches, two in 
Southern California, one in Dallas, Texas, and one 
in DeSoto, Texas. Presently he is the Executive 
Director of Church and Community Relations 
at the Dallas Theological Seminary Houston 
Campus. 

Board and Staff 
Updates
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At the Opened Bible Academy we sincerely 
want to transform hearts and change lives. To 
that end, we strive to be disciple-makers and 
expect those disciples to make disciples. Thus, 
OBA becomes a ministry of multiplication. 
The OBA is not concerned with, as Dr. Howard 
Hendricks said; “Making smarter sinners.” The 
great commission that Jesus commanded says: 
“Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, 
baptizing them in the name of the Father and 
of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching 
them to obey everything I have commanded 

Christian 
Education News you. And surely I am with you always, to the 

very end of the age.” (Matthew 28:19-20)

In order to make disciples, one has to be 
equipped and equipping comes through regular 
Bible study and discipleship classes. The OBA 
offers our students a unique opportunity to do 
just that. 

Barna Research published an article titled; 
“New Research on the State of Discipleship” 
in December of 2015. Some of the questions 
that the research sought to answer include: “So 
what is the current state of discipleship in the 

U.S.? Is the church effective in its efforts? Are 
churchgoers involved in discipleship activities, 
and if so, which models do they prefer? And 
perhaps most importantly, do investments in 
discipleship actually affect spiritual growth?” 
One of the interesting findings includes the 
following: Only 2 in 10 Christians are involved 
in some sort of discipleship activity (yikes!).  

To read more about this research go to 
https://barna.org/research/leaders-pastors/
research-release/new-research-state-of-
descipleship - .VvcgnBIrKcw

Dr. Willie Bolden

Opened Bible Academy strives to transform hearts and 
change lives.
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My name is Narmin Backus. I live in the 
Houston area now, but I was born and raised 
in Baku, the capital of Azerbaijan. Azerbaijan 
was a part of a former Soviet Union. When 
the Soviet Union collapsed the country went 
back to the religion they practiced before 
the Soviet times, the religion of Islam.

At school during communism, we were 
taught a theory of evolution, but I never 
felt confortable with it. It never answered 
my questions of the world’s origin. In 1999 
I met my husband Ken in Baku. It was love 
at first sight and we were soon married. 
However, before Ken went to my parents to 
ask for my hand in marriage, he made sure 
that I knew that he was a Christian and if 
my parents asked him to convert into Islam 
it would mean turning his back on Jesus 
Christ, which he would never do, even for 
me.  This surprised and angered me. Gladly, 
my parents did not ask him to convert. We 
moved to the UK where Ken worked at the 
time. In England my faith was not challenged 
very much. Ken took me to the old, beautiful, 
and cold Cathedrals. He knew I loved history, 
so his plan and hope was that I would be 
interested in cathedrals, which will lead to 
my faith in Christ, but it did not work that 
way. Soon Ken was offered a job in his home 
country, the United States. We arrived in the 
US soon after September 11, 2001. 

Ken made a decision to go to church every 
Sunday. Reluctantly, I joined him. Once I 
began attending the church I began having 
questions. Ken patiently answered my dif-
ficult questions and quoted Scriptures to 
me; we argued a lot during that time. The 
biggest question I had was: “Why does Islam, 

the religion of peace, produce so much terror 
and fear?” Through arguments, questions, 
and reading of the Bible, I eventually made 
a decision to accept Christ as my personal 
Lord and Savior. Around the same time the 
movie “Passion of Christ” came out, which 
solidified my faith in Jesus Christ as the Son 
of God. Through this movie I understood His 
scarifies and His love. I have been a believer 
ever since and I look forward to many more 
years to serve and to love my Lord. 

I now serve the Lord through Evangelical 
Gospel outreach TV program called “Sweet 
Conversation.” It is produced by Global 
Heart Ministry and is broadcasting in Iran, 
Turkey, Azerbaijan, and Russia and also 
through YouTube.  We broadcast these 
programs to millions of Muslims and share 
the Gospel of Jesus Christ with them. These 
unreached people often have no ability to 
hear the Word of God by any other means. 
They have very small or no interaction with 
Christians and TV media is often their only 
means of hearing the Gospel. God is using 
my artistic abilities to share the Love, the 
Truth, and the Good News of Jesus Christ 
with our Muslim neighbors of all ages. I pray 
and believe that through these TV programs 
many Muslim women and men will come to 
the saving knowledge of our Lord and Savior 
Jesus Christ. To Him be all the Glory, Honor 
and Praise. To learn more about Global Heart 
Ministry go to http://www.globalheartminis-
tries.org/home

I am also very privileged to be a student at 
the Opened Bible Academy. I could not pass 
up this amazing, God given opportunity to 

study the Word of God. The program is free, 
all materials are free, and we have an amazing 
team of instructors. We study the Word of 
God in depth and most importantly in truth. 
At first, I was just interested in getting to 
know the Bible better and was not thinking 
too much about the quality of the classes, 
but as I began attending the OBA classes and 
getting deeper and deeper in to the Word, I 
realized, that this was not just a Bible study, 
this was helping me to know God more and 
even helped me to be more prepared for my 
TV shows. This program has been enrich-
ing me spiritually and academically and I am 
thankful to all who put this program together. 
I pray God will increase their territory and 
their student base. I look forward to all God 
has prepared for me and for my family on 
our journey on this Earth before we meet 
Him face to face. 

The Students’ Lounge:
OBA Testimony from student, Narmin Backus

Help us to continue to offer 
this training to more 

students just like Narmin!

» To donate online, visit: 
 http://www.the-oba.org and select
 the “Donate” Button.
» Or, mail a check to:
 The Opened Bible Academy
 8524 Highway 6 North Box #436
 Houston, TX 77095.

Opened Bible Academy is a 501(c)(3) 
organization and all gifts are tax deductible to 

the full extent allowed by law.

“I realized, that this was not just a Bible study, 

[but that] this was helping me to know God more”

Narmin and her husband Ken

The OBA class 
at the Katy 
location taught 
by Pastor Henry 
Thomas, Jr.

https://www.facebook.com/ 
theopenedbibleacademy.org


