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The Opened Bible Academy 

8524 Highway 6 North 
 Box  #436 

Houston, TX 77095 
www.the-oba.org 
info@the-oba.org 

832-819-4622 
 

At The Opened Bible Academy (“OBA”), we are dedicated to offering biblical and theological training 
to anyone whom God has given the desire. Donors who believe in this vision generously provide the 
funding for the different OBA programs to remove the barrier of cost for the students. Therefore, it is 
our desire to be good stewards of their donations, support of the OBA, and belief in the OBA’s mission. 
To that end, admission to an OBA program requires applicants to demonstrate that they are committed 
to the program in which they wish to enroll. The admissions process is intended to serve that purpose, is 
intentionally implemented and taken very seriously. 
 
 
APPLICATION PROCEDURE 
 
We will provide assistance to all applicants throughout the entire application process. The application 
procedure includes completing an application form and supporting documents and submitting them 
through one of the following ways: 
 

1. Download the form from www.the-oba.org, complete the form and email to info@the-oba.org 
2. Download the form from www.the-oba.org, complete the form and mail to: 
 

The Opened Bible Academy  
Attn: Admissions  
8524 Hwy 6 North, Box #436 
Houston, TX 77095 

 
Your letters of recommendation are to be mailed directly from the recommender to the OBA address 
above. As we receive different parts of your application, you will be notified via e-mail. If you have any 
questions or concerns about your application, please contact us via phone or email from 8:30 a.m. – 5:00 
p.m., Central Standard Time, Monday – Friday. 
 
APPLICATION CONTENTS 
 
For consideration of your admission application, the following information must be provided: 
§ Application Form 
§ Application Essay(s) 
§ Two Letters of Recommendation 
§ OBA Statement of Faith 
§ OBA Student Covenant 
§ OBA Media Waiver  

 
You will be notified if you have been admitted two to three weeks after receipt of all application 
contents. If admitted, you will be asked to return an Intent to Enroll form online within 48 hours of your 
receipt of your acceptance letter. Instructions for access to the Intent to Enroll form will be included in 
your letter of acceptance.  

Application for Admission 
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APPLICATION INSTRUCTIONS 
 
Application Form: Submit a completed application form. Please be sure to include your application 
essay(s). 
 
Letters of Recommendation: You must provide two (2) letters of recommendation. The letters should 
come from your pastor or a minister who knows you best, and a lay leader in your church. If you are not 
affiliated with a church, a supervisor or manager from your place of employment, a former teacher or 
professor is acceptable. The Letters of Recommendation forms should be provided to the persons that 
you list in the Letters of Recommendation section of the admission application. Recommendation forms 
and letters may be emailed to info@the-oba.org or submitted by regular mail to the OBA address. Those 
completing your recommendation should complete the enclosed recommendation form and attach a 
letter. All applicants are responsible for ensuring that your recommenders complete both the form and a 
letter of recommendation. 
 
Official or Unofficial Transcripts: Official or Unofficial transcripts (either one is fine) from all 
previous community colleges, colleges, universities, graduate schools and seminaries must be submitted 
regardless of when you attended, how many hours earned and whether a degree was granted. In the case 
of official transcripts, the colleges or universities should mail the official transcripts directly to OBA. If 
you are sending unofficial transcripts you may mail them directly to us. For those without college 
experience, proof of High School graduation or GED indicating date of completion is required. 
 
Application Essays: Essays must be typed and double-spaced. The required essays are an important 
part of the application, so please carefully consider your response with attention given to content, 
grammar, spelling and organization. Please see page 5 for more information. 
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  Applicant Information 
 
PROGRAM 
 
     Bible Exploration                           Bible College/Seminary Prep 
 
 
Preferred OBA LOCATION 
 
 
 __________________________________________________________ 
 
EXPECTED TERM OF ENROLLMENT 
 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
GENERAL INFORMATION 
 
 
Full Name:  _____________________________________________________    Date: _____________    
                             Last                       First                                    M.I.   
 
Address:   
 Street Address Apartment/Unit # 
 
    
 City State ZIP Code 
 
Phone:  Email  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Application for Admission 
The Opened Bible Academy 

For office use only: 
Date of Receipt 
____________ 
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Citizenship Status 
 
The below questions are required so that we have the data in the event we need to supply it to a potential 
donor.  
 

Are you a citizen of the United States?   YES  NO  
 
If no, are you a permanent resident of the U.S.?  YES   NO 
 

 If neither a citizen nor permanent resident of the United States, please list your country of citizenship 
 and visa type/status 
 
 
COUNTRY                                                                                    VISA TYPE/STATUS 
 
 
OPTIONAL PERSONAL INFORMATION 
 
Providing this information is voluntary. The information you provide will be used in a 
nondiscriminatory manner, consistent with applicable civil rights laws, solely for required 
reporting under federal and/or state laws. 
 
Gender   Male    Female                _________________________ 

                             DATE OF BIRTH (MM/DD/YYYY) 
 

Are you married?   Yes   No   
 
Prominent Ethnic Background 
 

 African-American/Black, Non-Hispanic        Native-American  
 

 Asian-American/Pacific Islander/Hawaiian    Anglo, Non-Hispanic  
 

 Hispanic/Latino/Latina  Other ___________________________ 
 

 Prefer not to specify 
 
Religious Background 
 
____________________________________________________________________________________ 
Religious Denomination 
 
____________________________________________________________________________________ 
Local Church Where You Hold Membership                                           Address 
 
___________________________________________________________________________________ 
Ministerial Status (Lay member, licensed or ordained pastor, deacon, elder, etc.)                                                                 
 
____________________________________________________________________________________ 
Date of membership/ordination/licensing 
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BACKGROUND INFORMATION 
 
Have you ever been convicted of a violation of law other than a minor traffic violation? (The term 
“conviction” includes any conviction, a guilty plea, a plea of nolo contendere or no contest, a suspended 
sentence, a deferred sentence, a deferred judgment, or a finding of guilt by a jury or judge.) 
 
YES  NO  If yes, please explain below 
___________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
___________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
 
EDUCATIONAL BACKGROUND 
 

 School Name City, State Dates 
Attended 

Graduated? 
Y/ N, 
 If yes, date 

Degree/Diploma/ 
Certificate 

High 
School 

     

College or 
University 

     

College or 
University 

     

Other 
Schooling 

     

 
 
 
APPLICATION ESSAYS 
 
Essays should be typed and double-spaced. All Applicants must complete Essay One. These required 
essays are an important part of the admission application, so please carefully consider your response 
with attention to content, grammar, spelling and organization. 
 
Essay One: 
Write a one-page essay explaining your plans for study at The Opened Bible Academy. Describe your 
interest in theological study, how this coursework relates to your vocational goals and or personal 
enrichment. 
 
Essay Two: 
Please write a one-page essay describing your conversion to Christianity. Please indicate what a person 
must do to receive eternal life and when you took that first step. 
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LETTERS OF RECOMMENDATION 
 

Please distribute the enclosed Letter of Recommendation forms to the two recommenders whom you list 
below (see page 8). Please complete the applicant information at the top of the form and remind each 
recommender that he or she must complete the recommendation section of the form and return it along 
with a separate recommendation letter to The Opened Bible Academy. Relatives will not be accepted 
as recommenders.  
 
Pastor, Chaplain or Minister who knows you best or if no church affiliation, a supervisor or 
manager from your place of employment or a former teacher or professor is acceptable. 
 
Name: _____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Position: ___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Church, School, or Organization: _________________________________________________ 
 
A person in lay leadership in your church, or if no church affiliation, a supervisor or manager 
from your place of employment, or a former teacher or professor is acceptable. 
 
Name: ____________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Position: __________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Church, School, or Organization: ________________________________________________ 
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REQUIRED SIGNATURE 
 
I certify that the above information and accompanying documents are accurate and complete.  I hereby 
apply for admission to The Opened Bible Academy. 
 
Printed Name: _____________________________________________________ 
 
Signature: _____________________________________________________ Date: ________________   
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Letter of Recommendation 
 

 
 
TO THE APPLICANT (Please type or print clearly) 
 
Complete this section, including your signature, before giving the form to your recommender: 
 

Type of reference:   Pastor     Professor/Employer     Lay Leader 
 
____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
Student Name     Last                                                            First                                                                                  Middle 
 
OBA Program:  Bible Exploration  Bible College/Seminary Training   Community Program  Discovery Program 
 
 

APPLICANT’S WAIVER OF RIGHT OF ACCESS TO CONFIDENTIAL STATEMENT 
Under the provisions of the Family Educational Rights and Privacy Act of 1974, registered students and alumni have access to their 
educational records, including letters of recommendation for admission. The Act further provides that applicants may waive that right in 
order to offer confidentiality to those making a recommendation. Please indicate your decision in this matter and sign. 
 

 I hereby freely and voluntarily waive my right of access to any information contained in this recommendation form and agree that the 
statement shall remain confidential. 

 
 I prefer not to waive my right. 

 
Student Signature_________________________________________________________Date______________ 
 

 
TO THE RECOMMENDER (Please attach a separate letter to this form) 
 
 

This student is applying for admission to The Opened Bible Academy. Please help us to evaluate this applicant by completing all sections of this reference 
form, which includes writing a letter of recommendation and attaching it to this form. The committee kindly requires that you submit the recommendation 
form and letter via regular mail. 
 

Letter of Recommendation. In your letter, please address the following matters: Give an account of the applicant’s reasons for an interest in theological 
studies. Describe strengths and weaknesses, considering such things as ability, vocational clarity, integrity and other significant character traits. Indicate any 
reservations you may have. Include additional comments that you think will be helpful. 
 
Inquiries: 
 
1. How long and in what context have you known this applicant? ______________________________  
 
2. Among others with similar skills whom you have known, how would you rank this applicant?     Upper 10% Upper 25% 
                                                                                                                                                               Upper 50%  Lower 50%  
3. Please rank the application: 

CRITERIA Inadequate Doubtful Adequate Above Average Exceptional  Unknown 
Academic Ability       
Emotional Stability       
Perseverance/Fulfills Commitments       
Interpersonal Skills       
Level of maturity       
Leadership ability        
Overall academic promise       
Overall character/personal promise       

 

 
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
YOUR NAME          Last                                                                                              First                                                                 Title/Position   
 

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
ADDRESS               Street                                City                                        State             ZIP/Postal Code                                               Phone Number 
 
_________________________________________ 
E-mail 
 
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
SIGNATURE                                                                                                                                                                                                        DATE 
 
Please return completed form and attached letter directly to: The Opened Bible Academy Attention: Admissions 8524 Highway 6 North Box #436 
Houston, TX 77095 
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Letter of Recommendation 
 

 
TO THE APPLICANT (Please type or print clearly) 
 
Complete this section, including your signature, before giving the form to your recommender: 
 

Type of reference:   Pastor     Professor/Employer     Lay Leader 
 
____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
Name     Last                                                                           First                                                                                  Middle 
 
OBA Program:  Bible Exploration  Bible College/Seminary Training   Community Program  Discovery Program 
 
 

APPLICANT’S WAIVER OF RIGHT OF ACCESS TO CONFIDENTIAL STATEMENT 
Under the provisions of the Family Educational Rights and Privacy Act of 1974, registered students and alumni have access to their 
educational records, including letters of recommendation for admission. The Act further provides that applicants may waive that right in 
order to offer confidentiality to those making a recommendation. Please indicate your decision in this matter and sign. 
 

 I hereby freely and voluntarily waive my right of access to any information contained in this recommendation form and agree that the 
statement shall remain confidential. 

 
 I prefer not to waive my right. 

 
Student’ Signature_________________________________________________________Date______________ 
 

 
TO THE RECOMMENDER (Please attach a separate letter to this form) 
 
 

This student is applying for admission to The Opened Bible Academy. Please help us to evaluate this applicant by completing all sections of this reference 
form, which includes writing a letter of recommendation and attaching it to this form. The committee kindly requires that you submit the recommendation 
form and letter via regular mail or fax only. 
 

Letter of Recommendation. In your letter, please address the following matters: Give an account of the applicant’s reasons for an interest in theological 
studies. Describe strengths and weaknesses, considering such things as ability, vocational clarity, integrity and other significant character traits. Indicate any 
reservations you may have. Include additional comments that you think will be helpful. 
 
Inquiries: 
 
1. How long and in what context have you known this applicant? ______________________________  
 
2. Among others with similar skills whom you have known, how would you rank this applicant?     Upper 10% Upper 25% 
                                                                                                                                                               Upper 50%  Lower 50%  
3. Please rank the application: 

CRITERIA Inadequate Doubtful Adequate Above Average Exceptional  Unknown 
Academic Ability       
Emotional Stability       
Perseverance/Fulfills Commitments       
Interpersonal Skills       
Level of maturity       
Leadership ability        
Overall academic promise       
Overall character/personal promise       

 

 
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
YOUR NAME          Last                                                                                              First                                                                 Title/Position   
 

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
ADDRESS               Street                                City                                        State             ZIP/Postal Code                                               Phone Number 
 
_________________________________________ 
E-mail 
 
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
SIGNATURE                                                                                                                                                                                                        DATE 
 

Please return completed form and attached letter directly to: The Opened Bible Academy Attention: Admissions 8524 Highway 6 North Box# 436 
Houston, TX 77095 
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8524 Highway 6 North, Box #436 

Houston, Texas 77095 
 Phone: 832-819-4622 

Email: info@the-oba.org 
www.the-oba.org 

 
 

Transforming Hearts, Changing Lives 
 

The Godhead (Trinity) 
We believe in one true God eternally existing in three distinct persons (Father, Son 
and Holy Spirit) each of Whom is fully and equally God; possesses all of the divine 
nature and attributes, and is totally worthy of our worship and service. 
 
God the Father 
God the Father reigns with providential care over His creation and through His 
sovereignty guides the course of human history according to the purposes of His 
grace and will.  God is Father in truth to those who become children of God through 
faith in His only begotten son, Jesus Christ. 
 
God the Son 
We believe that Jesus Christ is the second person of the Trinity and is the only begotten eternal Son of God Who became 
flesh to reveal God to man, to fulfill prophecy, and to become the Savior of the lost world. In becoming man, Jesus did not 
cease in any way to be God so that He is fully God and fully man inseparably united in one person forever. He was 
miraculously conceived by the Holy Spirit; born of the Virgin Mary; lived a sinless life and died on the cross as the 
substitutionary, all-sufficient atoning sacrifice for the sins of man. He was buried and bodily rose from the dead and through 
His resurrection provided to all who believe in Him eternal life.  
 
God the Holy Spirit 
We believe that the Holy Spirit is the third person of the Trinity and dwells in every believer at the moment of conversion, 
and by His baptism unites all to Christ in one body, and that He, as the Indwelling One, is the source of all power and all 
acceptable worship and service. We believe that He never departs from believers, but is ever present to testify of Christ.  
 
The Scriptures 
We believe that "all Scripture is given by inspiration of God,” by which we understand the whole Bible is inspired in the 
sense that holy men of God “were moved by the Holy Spirit” to write the very words of Scripture. We believe that the 
Scriptures are the inerrant, infallible authoritative word of God. God has supernaturally preserved the Bible, and it is the sole 
and final authority for faith and life, providing encouragement, guidance, comfort and instruction for training in 
righteousness. 
 
Salvation 
We believe that the shed blood of Jesus Christ on the cross provides the sole basis for forgiveness of sins and salvation, 
which is the free gift of God’s grace. Salvation is affected by the regenerating work of the Holy Spirit and cannot be secured 
by man’s works or personal merit. Salvation is by grace alone, through faith alone in Christ alone. We believe that all who 
trust Jesus Christ for salvation are eternally secure in Him and shall not perish.  
 
By signing below, I acknowledge that I have read and agree with The Opened Bible Academy Statement of Faith. 
 
Printed Name: ______________________________________________ 
 
Signature: __________________________________________________Date: ____________________ 
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Student Covenant 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Opened Bible Academy is dedicated to offering biblical and theological training to anyone whom 
God has given the desire. Donors who believe in this vision generously provide the funding for the 
different OBA programs to relieve students from the barrier of any costs. It is our desire to be good 
stewards of their donations and their belief and support in OBA and the vision of OBA. To that end, 
admission to an OBA program requires the applicant to demonstrate that they are committed to the one 
or two-year program in which they wish to enroll. 
 
This document serves as a covenant between you, the student and The Opened Bible Academy. 
 
 
I, ________________________ commit to: 
 
Ø Attend classes; be on time and prepared to participate in the class work and discussions 
Ø Apply myself to my studies  
Ø Cooperate with the school administration and instructors by being diligent with requests and 

assignments  
Ø Turn in assignments on time 
Ø Keep up with my reading assignments 
Ø Show respect for staff and fellow students 
Ø Ask for help if needed and provide help if asked 
Ø Conduct myself in a manner that reflects my position as a part of the OBA community. 
Ø Adhere to the OBA Plagiarism Policy below and in the OBA Student Handbook: 

 
It is expected that all students will submit accurate reports regarding their work and that all 
written assignments will be original to the student. Quotations and credits are to be 
acknowledged with appropriate footnotes. Sources used are to be identified in a bibliography. 
Evidence of plagiarism will result in a grade of F and possible expulsion. 
 

 
By signing below, I acknowledge that I have read and will abide by The Opened Bible Academy Student 
Covenant. 
 
Printed Name: ______________________________________________ 
 
Signature: __________________________________________________ 
 
Date: ____________________ 
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Student Media Consent 
and Release Form 

 
 
 
 
Throughout the school year, students may be highlighted in efforts to promote OBA activities  
and achievements. For example, students may be featured in materials to train teachers and/or  
increase public awareness of OBA through newspapers, radio, TV, the web, DVDs, displays, brochures,  
and other types of media. 
 
I,  ________________, hereby give OBA and its staff and other representatives’ permission to print,  
photograph, and record my image for use in audio, video, film, or any other electronic, digital and  
printed media.  
 

a. This is with the understanding that neither OBA nor its representatives will  
reproduce said photograph, interview, or likeness for any commercial value or  
receive monetary gain for use of any reproduction/broadcast of said photograph  
or likeness. I am also fully aware that I will not receive monetary compensation  
for my participation.  

 
b. I further release and relieve OBA, its Board of Directors, staff and other  

representatives from any liabilities, known or unknown, arising out of the use of  
this material.  
 

 
I certify that I have read the OBA Media Consent and Release of Liability statement and fully 
understand and agree to its terms and conditions.  
 
Please Print 
 
Name: _______________________________________________________________________ 
 
Address ______________________________________________________________________ 
 
City, State, Zip_________________________________________________________________ 
 
Signature ____________________________________________  Date____________________  
 


