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Opened Bible Academy is a non-profit, 

donor supported Bible academy based 

in the greater Houston area. We are 

dedicated to offering exceptional biblical 

and theological training to anyone 

whom God has given the desire at 

absolutely no cost to the student.
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New Locations
We are excited to welcome two new loca-
tions in the Greater Houston Area, bringing 
the total number of locations to eight. The 
new locations are OBA East Houston hosted 
at Good Shepherd Missionary Baptist 
Church, 7818 Bonaire Street, Houston, TX 
77028 and OBA South Houston hosted at 
Bible Way Fellowship Baptist Church, 10120 
Hartsook St., Houston, TX 77034. We are 
grateful for the generosity of these pastors 
and their congregations. The interest among 
their congregations in OBA is overwhelm-
ing and we look forward to joining them in 
ministry!

DTS Lay Institute Update
The OBA leadership team traveled to Dallas 
in April to hold an open house with existing 
DTS Lay Institute students. The open house 
went very well and we are actively engag-
ing with those students to prepare for en-
rollment in September. We are also actively 
interviewing DTS students who will serve as 
the instructors and it is evident that God is 
sending us His very best! For photos from the Lay 

Institute open house, turn to page 2.

Staff Updates
God is continuing to expand our team! 
Please join me in welcoming Pastor Rodrick 
Sweet, Rev. Preston Allen, and Ms. Carolyn 
Richardson to our staff of instructors. Each 
of them jumped right in and are doing a 
great job. We praise God 
for each of them!

We also want to give 
a shout out to two 
of our students who 
are volunteering with 
OBA to assist us with 
managing and reach-
ing out to prospec-
tive students. Delania 
Williams and Melisa 
Smith – You Rock!

OBA Welcomes 
Bob Stephens
Bob Stephens serves as an OBA instructor 
and plays a key role in curriculum develop-
ment. Bob came to us in an unlikely manner; 
he was hanging out at the DTS Houston 

Academy News!
Above: Dr. Willie Bolden presents at the OBA DTS Lay Institute 

open house. See page 2 for more open house pictures.
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Important Dates:
Fall Applications Due: 7/15/2016 
 For DTS Lay Institute: 8/29/2016
Fall Session Begins:  8/8/2016
 For DTS Lay Institute: 9/12/2016

Current Locations:
 » OBA Central Houston:     

City of Refuge Church
 » OBA North Houston:    

Yehoshua Missionary Baptist Church
 » OBA South Houston:

 Bible Way Fellowship Baptist Church
 » OBA East Houston:

 Good Shepherd Missionary Baptist Church
 » OBA Kemah/League City/Galveston: 

 Fellowship Community Church
 » OBA Southwest Houston/Pearland:    

Harvest Point Fellowship Church
 » OBA Northwest/Cypress:    

Impact Family Worship Center
 » OBA West Houston/Katy:     

True Fellowship Baptist Church

Contact: www.the-oba.org 
832-819-4622 
info@the-oba.org

Bob Stephens, THM

Story continues on page 2



From Our Hearts to Yours:

Greetings to All!

We are once again delighted to share 
this update about the work God is 
doing through us at OBA. We con-
tinue to stand in awe of the favor and 
grace from our God toward OBA.

We are fast approaching a major 
milestone. In December the first OBA 
cohort will complete their studies. 
These are the folks that joined us 
on our first day of classes in January 
2015 and have persevered. We have 
watched them grow not only in their 
knowledge of God’s Word, but also in 
their walk with God. They have cre-
ated community among themselves 
and support each other outside of 
the classroom. They have helped us 
make OBA better as we take seriously 
their end-of-course evaluations and 

direct feedback. We truly see them as 
partners. Please pray for each of them 
to finish strong! 

Thank you for sharing the vision, 
believing in us, and giving us the 
privilege to offer this labor of love to 
our God and His people.

From our Heart to Yours, 
Avis and Tina

Avis Blake-Thomas Tina Brown
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A message from the founders

offices looking for an alumni ministry to 
use his gifts. He ran into Dr. Willie Bolden 
who told him about OBA and as the say-
ing goes “the rest is history!” Bob and his 
lovely wife Mary Jane have become great 
friends and supporters of OBA. We are 
so grateful for the way God orchestrated 
circumstances such that our paths would 
cross. 

Bob earned a Bachelor’s of Science in 
Chemical Engineering from Louisiana Tech 

University and worked several years in the 
Petrochemical Industry. He attended Dallas 
Theological Seminary and graduated with 
a Masters of Theology, and gained valuable 
experience pastoring a church. 

He is a now self-employed and involved 
in teaching and discipling ministries in the 
suburbs southeast of Houston.

Story continues from page 1

Photo Reel! 
Highlights from the 
OBA DTS Lay 
Institute Open House

A sign of things 
to come!

London arriving 
to the OBA 

open house
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 Dr. George M. Hillman Jr. (MDiv, PhD) presenting at open house. Dr. Hillman is the DTS dept. chair and 
professor of educational ministries and leadership.

Transforming Hearts, 
Changing Lives



skeptical,” compared to 45 percent of 
teens, 51 percent of Gen-Xers, 40 percent 
of boomers, and 40 percent of elders.

Yet Christian youth who go to church and 
care about their faith may know the Bible 
better than older Christians. Practicing mil-
lennials are more likely to believe the Bible 
came from God and read it multiple times 
a week than any other generation (87%), 
according to a six-year American Bible So-
ciety (ABS) and Barna Group study of Bible 
engagement in the United States.”

To read the article click here: 
http://bit.ly/1ssy3mE
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https://www.facebook.com/theopenedbibleacademy.org
https://www.linkedin.com/company/the-opened-bible-academy

https://twitter.com/TheOpenedBible

JoAnne Perry is a member of the inaugural 
class at OBA. She is on track to complete 
the OBA program by December of this 
year. When asked to write a few words 
about her experience at OBA JoAnne 
wrote:

When I learned about OBA from a very 
good friend of mine named Londa, I did 
not believe my ears. It was indeed God 
sent. Once I could accept that she was 
telling the truth and OBA did exist, I 
decided to go all in. That was a year and a 

The Students’ 
Lounge:

Help us to continue to offer 
this training to more 

students just like JoAnne!

» To donate online, visit: 
 http://www.the-oba.org and select
 the “Donate” Button.
» Or, mail a check to:
 The Opened Bible Academy
 8524 Highway 6 North Box #436
 Houston, TX 77095.

Opened Bible Academy is a 501(c)(3) 
organization and all gifts are tax deductible to 

the full extent allowed by law.

OBA Testimony from student, 
JoAnne Perry

OBA Student JoAnne Perry

sion. My deeper understanding of scripture 
is now continually practiced as I exam-
ine daily events through biblical lessons 
learned. It is a blessing from God to have 
this opportunity to be a student of The 
Opened Bible Academy and will treasure it 
always.

half ago. Wow! What a journey it has been.  
I love delving into the word especially with 
the guidance of our well-qualified instruc-
tors as well as my colleges who share the 
same thirst to know more about God’s 
Word and the teachings of Jesus and the 
Holy Spirit.

We learned about concepts such as ob-
servation, interpretation and correlation of 
the written Word, however, the fourth one, 
application reveals the day-to-day living 
of being a Christian. What a paradigm 
shift! For me that meant putting the learn-
ing into practice. In other words don’t just 
“talk the talk” which equates to “faith with-
out works” but more importantly, “walk the 
walk.” Have faith and do the works! The 
OBA Community has done just that by 
way of a challenging curriculum, academic 
expectations, and above all promoting the 
Kingdom of God.

The experience of being an OBA 

student has been the biblical 

educational capstone of my life 

thus far.  

God’s word and the impartation of the 
truth is delivered by the instructional staff 
in a heart felt, knowledgeable manner that 
keeps me in anticipation of the next ses-

STAY UP-TO-DATE
WITH OBA!
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OBA’s prayer is 
that our students 

not only learn 
more about the 
Bible, but are 

changed by what 
they learn.

Christian Education News
The talk in many theological and evangeli-
cal circles is about the millennial genera-
tion and their disenchantment with the 
organized church. This is a real concern as 
many that belong to the millennial genera-
tion have left the church. The good news 
is the majority has not walked away from 
their faith. Therefore it was really refresh-
ing to read this article in 
Christianity today entitled: 
“What the Latest Bible Research Reveals 
About Millennials by Sarah Eekhoff Zylstra”
(Posted 5/16/2016 11:30am)

Here is an excerpt:
“Overall, this generation is less likely to 
read or trust the Bible than any other. More 
than half (55%) are “Bible-neutral” or “Bible-


